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The Collegian - March 16, 2021
NEWS
THE STIMULUS CHECK: ROUND THREE
3/16/2021

U.S Senate approved a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package, set to be the
third round of stimulus checks sent to Americans.
By Ally Sullivan
News Reporter
As citizens of the United States continue to battle the economic strife that
the COVID-19 pandemic has caused, a third round of stimulus checks are
just around the corner and may be arriving in people's bank accounts as
recent as this past weekend.
According to CBS correspondents, the The Senate approved President
Biden's $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package, however this third round of
stimulus checks has yet to be fully approved and passed on to the
individuals in need. The House of Representatives will be giving final
approval this week, and the IRS to start delivering the checks in the next
couple weeks.
Americans should have received their checks via direct deposit as early as
this past weekend. Prior to recent stimulus checks, families will get a
payment for all their dependents claimed on a tax return, not just those
qualifying under 17.

New modifications have come out, where Americnas will be able to check
the status of their stimulus checks, by using the Get My Payment tool.
The statistics around the amount have been analyzed that the $1,400
checks will be able to aid 23 million people in payer for their living expenses
over the next 4 months.
Supplementing the $1,400 checks will be funding for schools, small
businesses, and cities and states. The stimulus money will enhance scholls
safety protocols as students begin to return to the physical classroom. This
check will also come in time as the extra jobless aid will expire.
Considering that many households have already filed their income tax for
2020, the IRS will use that updated information to manage who is eligible
and for what amount. If individuals or households have not filed their taxes
for 2020, then the IRS will use 2019 documents to determine eligibility and
amount.
As the vaccine rollout continues, the country still has a long road ahead to
beating this virus. The stimulus checks are vital for preserving people's
economic well being throughout these troubling times.

NEW YORK GOVERNOR ACCUSED OF SEXUAL
ASSAULT AND UNDERPLAYING NURSING HOME
DEATHS
3/16/2021

Calls continue to grow for Governor Andrew Cuomo of New York to resign
following allegations of concealing the number of patients dying in nursing
homes from COVID-19 and sexual misconduct.
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
When COVID-19 first hit the United States, Governor Andrew Cuomo of
New York seemed to truly understand the fatality of COVID-19, despite the
Trump Administration’s constant dismissal of it. However, now he is under
the public’s scrutiny for understating nursing home deaths related to
COVID-19.
Priding himself on New York’s management of COVID-19, Governor Cuomo,
according to KHN, said New York ranked 46th out of 50 states in regards to
nursing home deaths. This “ranking” was based off of understated deaths,
where nursing home residents that died in the hospital were not counted in
the overall nursing home deaths due to COVID-19.
When allegations first arose, Governor Cuomo justified its removal of
nursing home deaths in hospitals as avoiding a “double count” in overall
state deaths related to COVID-19. However, all other states reported
nursing home residents who died in a hospital as a nursing home death,
inflating New York’s statistics in comparison to others. However, Priya
Chidambaram, a policy analyst at the Kaiser Family Foundation said that

“New York is the only state that explicitly stated that they were excluding
hospital-based deaths.”
Officials in Minnesota, Connecticut, Massachusetts and Vermont have
argued that there is, in fact, a way of calculating hospital deaths of nursing
home residents without double counting. According to NBC, research
experts like Chidambaram, have said that they did not know of any other
state who opted to use the same method as New York. This has left many
people wondering why other states were able to work around this problem
of “double counting” and New York couldn’t, suggesting Cuomo’s intention
of downplaying nursing home deaths.
Not only is Governor Cuomo under fire for his understatement of nursing
home deaths, but also for sexual assault. According to Huffpost, recent
allegations have surfaced from six women regarding sexual harassment
and unwanted sexual misconduct. Four out of the six women were aides of
the governor, and one of the women who did not work for him recounted
her experience. Anna Ruch told The New York Times that he placed his hand
on her bare lower back at a wedding in 2019 and after she moved his hand,
he put his hands on her face and asked if he could kiss her.
Governor Cuomo has denied the allegations, saying that “never touched
anyone inappropriately” and that “no one ever told me[him] at the time
that I[he] made them uncomfortable.”
There is an ongoing federal investigation for his understatement of COVID19 nursing home deaths, and the former U.S. Attorney for the South District
of New York Joon Kim and employment discrimination attorney Anne Clark
will be investigating the sexual harrsassment allegations, according to
Huffpost.

CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ALLOWED TO
RETURN BACK TO SPORTS
3/16/2021

A settlement of a San Diego lawsuit over the prohibition of high school
athletic competitions under Covid regulations allows for sports to return
statewide.
By Kiera O’Hara-Heinz
News Reporter
On March 4, 2021, lawyers representing high school athletes in San Diego
reached a settlement that allows for sports to resume statewide. The
settlement requires counties to reach the Orange Tier where COVID-19 case
rates are 14 per 100,000 people before resuming practicing and requires
athletes and coaches of indoor sports to be tested for COVID-19 regularly.
The status of allowing for athletic competition is also subject to change at any
time, depending on the level of COVID-19 transmission in the state. The
California Department of Public Health website dictates that High School
sports hoping to return to competing must follow the strict guidelines set out
for College athletics which include strict testing requirements, contact
tracing, and working with local health officials. Return to athletics is also
dependent on the requirement that everyone involved, athletes, coaches,
spectators, and support staff, wear masks.
A release by the law group Wingert Grebing Brubaker and Juskie llp, states
that before the updated regulations, California was one of only three states
to not allow High School sports teams to play competitive games. The lawsuit
was filed on the behalf of High School football players Nicholas Gardinera
and Cameron Woolsey, who sued the County of San Diego, and Governor

Gavin Newsom. The goal of the lawsuit was to push the state to allow for
students to return to competing.
The release by the law group also said that,”This long overdue relief is sought
on the basis that current restrictions on playing high school sports violates
the athletes’ right to equal protection under the law because the State and
County have allowed College and Professional teams to play the same
sports… high school students have been denied the opportunity to abide by
these same safety guidelines and have been unfairly denied the chance to
play the sports they love.”
The Los Angeles Times quotes Marlon Gardinera, the father of the plaintiff
Nicholas Gardinera and a football coach at Scripps High School in San Diego,
as saying, “All sports can resume in the state of California as a result of this
lawsuit in San Diego County. We’re trying to clear a path for kids.”
In the Moraga area, a push to return student athletes back to practicing and
competing has existed for several months, with a “Let Them Play” occurring
on January 15, 2021. The new regulations regarding sports may not change
much at local high schools surrounding Saint Mary’s where, occurring to the
Diablo Athletic League’s February 22, Meeting Minutes, some sports have
been allowed to practice and compete since early February while the county
was still in Purple and Red tiers.
Despite this, high school athletes all over the state will be able to start back
up their athletics, a new step forward to a return to normalcy from COVID-19.

OPINION
SOLIDARITY AND THE HYPOCRITICAL LACK THEREOF
3/16/2021

Rise in hate crimes against Asian Americans should be a wake up call to all
Americans that one cannot enjoy the cultures of others without expressing
solidarity with these communities.
By Brent Dondalski
Opinion Columnist
According to NBC News, in 2020 hate crimes overall dropped by seven
percent in the United States. For Asian Americans, these crimes rose by 150
percent. Just recently a video surfaced of an Asian Uber driver being
assaulted and called racial slurs by two passengers. In more instances than I
can keep track of, elderly Asian people have been unexpectedly assaulted
and hurt. While these events can certainly be traced to anti-Asian rhetoric
among COVID-19 coverage, they also showcase a larger cultural problem in
America: a lack of solidarity.
Solidarity is defined as “unity or agreement of feeling or action, especially
among individuals with a common interest; mutual support within a group.”
Solidarity at its core is feeling what others are feeling in the most genuine
way. It’s deeper than sympathy or just understanding. Someone can
understand another’s experience on the surface without offering any of their
heart. Solidarity is bringing one’s heart into the picture: a true and honest
devotion to standing with others.
Issues of racism necessitate solidarity almost more than any other issue.
Combatting racism requires us to look at the oppression of people who

might not look like us, talk like us, or dress like us, and feel their pain even
though we don’t have to. People of color like Asians are constantly othered
and singled out as their own individual group, as if every race besides white
is something outside the normal. It might be easy to see casual racism on
social media or hear of these hate crimes and scroll past it unphased, both
literally and metaphorically. There really wouldn’t be any individual
consequences.
I urge you not to. Racism and these hate crimes deserve our attention for so
many reasons. The primordial reason is of course that these people are
human beings and deserve respect, solidarity, and love simply because they
are human beings. But looking beyond just that, Asian Americans contribute
so much to society and culture to the point where America should owe them.
If you have ever had sushi, taken pictures in Chinatown, or drank boba, then
you have a responsibility to look out for the people who brought that service
to you. It is hypocritical for a society to enjoy and benefit from a community
and subsequently turn its back on them. Ignoring, disregarding, or
downplaying the recent rise of attacks on Asians, whether explicitly or
implicitly, while also consuming their culture, is essentially a cultural dine and
dash: taking what you want for yourself and screwing over the person who is
the reason you got it.
The same thing can be said about racism and solidarity with any person of
color. It still boggles my mind that some people consume hours of rap music
in their daily life yet defend the police when another Black man is unjustly
brutalized. Not only is hip hop historically rooted in protest and anti-racism
but it wouldn’t exist without the Black community, so to stand complicit in
the systems that oppress them is incredibly hypocritical.
This type of hypocrisy is predatory commodification of the highest form.
America as a society takes the creations and cultural artifacts of people of
color only to benefit and profit from them while also allowing unfair

situations to continue to devastate communities of color. If you consume the
culture of people of color, which is inevitable in a multicultural society like
America, then you have a moral obligation to defend people of color when
they are under attack. It is your responsibility.
Of course, you shouldn’t only defend them just cause they make food that
you like. Like I said before, helping humans because they are humans is the
primordial reason for solidarity. However, if there was ever any doubt,
speaking up for people of color is especially necessary because society
benefits from them so much, and to benefit from them while oppressing
them would be incredibly wrong.
Solidarity is the cure to theses divisions, not as a policy but as a sentiment. Of
course political rhetoric, policy design, economic design, and more are
essential to an egalitarian society, but without solidarity all of the previously
mentioned concepts are hollow. Solidarity also helps bring issues that seem
so large and omnipotent down to Earth and to the individual. We may not be
politicians or lawmakers, but if we embrace solidarity and allow us to feel for
and stand with communities that are suffering, then maybe the rest will
follow.
Lastly, I want to say my heart goes out to the Asian community. I used this
article as an opportunity to talk about solidarity broadly, but that doesn’t
mean these rise in hate crimes don’t deserve your undivided attention. They
do. They’re disturbing and need to stop. I hope everyone reading this
understands the importance of standing with the Asian community especially
at this time, because this is type of racism and violence has no place in
civilized society.

MORE MONEY, MORE PROBLEMS, THE SUCCESS
OF BIDEN’S 1.9 TRILLION PACKAGE
3/16/2021

A significant win for Democrats, the bill’s signing Thursday shows the deep
divide in the Senate.
By Riley Mulcahy
Opinion Columnist
President Joe Biden signed his 1.9 trillion dollar COVID Relief Bill into law
Thursday without any Republican support in a historic move. Not
surprisingly, Republican lawmakers took it upon themselves to dismiss the
American people’s needs and vote against their voters’ interests.
The bill will give millions of direct payments of $1400 to millions of
Americans who have suffered financially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Additionally, the bill will provide economic relief to small businesses,
farmers, vaccine development, and much more.
The bill comes at a time where Americans need it the most. According to
The Washington Post, nearly 10.1 million Americans are believed to be
unemployed; however, it is more than likely that the actual number is more
significant. In this time of economic crisis, the United States of America
needs to help its citizens.
Given that we are in a horrific pandemic, there has been an economic
fallout that needs to be addressed directly. Critics of the bill question the
government spending so much money and whether or not those receiving
the bill will require financial assistance. Using this logic, why was there a
need to do a tax cut in 2017 for millionaires and billionaires? Republicans
voted to cut taxes, which cost America 1.9 trillion dollars, however when
there is a true crisis, they refuse to acknowledge the pain and suffering
millions are enduring due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The only reason why the bill made it through Congress is the process of
budget reconciliation, which only requires a simple majority vote from the

Senate. The process can only be used if the items are about the budget,
and the process is long and arduous. During the procedure, Biden’s
campaign promise of implementing the 15 dollar minimum wage was taken
out, even though the wage increase would be gradual. For decades, hardworking Americans have struggled to survive on low wages when
corporations become more affluent and prosperous. At what point do we
start to value everyone’s work, not just those in the one percent?
Although the bill is impressive, it simply does not do enough to provide
Americans the relief they need. In his campaign, Biden promised that he
would get 2,000 dollars in Americans’ hands as soon as possible. In reality,
Biden was able to pass checks of 1,400 dollars, which, although great, does
not fit the promise he made months ago.
The exclusion of promises is not shocking however, Democrats having to
make compromises to ensure all Democrat support. Following the past
year Congressional election the Democrats have gained a narrow majority
in both the Senate and the House. Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia,
who has voted along with Republicans in controversial Supreme Court
picks, has walked the line of a moderate Democrat and an obstructionist.
He has told the press he shared Republicans' concerns on the budget
concerning the bill.
When unity is being preached in regards to insurrection and riots promoted
by Republicans, it only goes one way. Democrats must end the filibuster
and get what most Americans want, expanded voting rights, justice for
African Americans, and a system that finally puts the American people first.
Although the bill is only a first step, it is a good one. Biden will be known as
the president who saved us from a madman, but his policies are not
radical; they are practical. The common-sense approach will help Biden
with his popularity, but not to Republicans. The impasse we will find
ourselves as Americans will lead Democrats with two choices, abide by
rules and regulations such as the filibuster or stand up for democracy and
refuse to be bullied by Republicans. Furthermore, Republicans who fight his
policies are not patriots, and they are criminals. It is time for the United

States government to give Americans a chance to have their voices heard,
not stick to the status quo as politicians are getting richer and richer.

THE POPE’S VISIT TO IRAQ: A HISTORIC JOURNEY
3/16/2021

Pope Francis embarks on a historic visit to Iraq hoping to help bridge the
religious divide among citizens. His mission shows the importance of love,
solidarity, and understanding amongst each other.
By Emmanuel Simon
Opinion Columnist
The Christians in Iraq have been persecuted unceasingly by the Islamic
State of Iraq. Churches are bombed, Christians die a bloody death, and
men, women, and children are kidnapped. Christians within Iraq are the
minority, where only 3-4% of the population is Christian. It is therefore
fitting that The Holy Father, Pope Francis, paid a visit to the people in Iraq in
order to spark hope and promote peace.
The Pope’s travel to Iraq was no ordinary visit. In fact, Pope Francis is the
first Pope in all of 2000 years of history to set foot on the birthplace of the
Old Testament Abraham. His visit brought joy to the Christians in Iraq, but
not without a bit of controversy.
Some were concerned for the Pope’s safety due to the lack of security. and
the rise of COVID within Baghdad. In 2014, Islamic terrorists attempted to
capture the city of Baghdad, and appeared to succeed from 2014-2016,
until the Iraqi forces recaptured the city in 2016. Given targeted
kidnappings towards Christians, some thought that those who are part of
ISIS would attempt to capture, harm, and even kill the Pope. This, however,
is no longer worth worrying about since the Holy Father safely returned
back to Rome.
Others were worried about the Pope and the Iraqi people’s safety because
of the current COVID outbreak in Iraq. Before the Pope’s visit, there was an
average of 3,400 new cases daily. People were worried that Francis' visit
was an occasion for people to gather, causing the virus to spread at
significantly higher rates. But in a place where guns and rockets are often

carelessly shot by terrorists, COVID is not the main concern. Still, the
vaccinated Pope, Vatican, and the Iraqi authorities took what they thought
were necessary precautions in order to prevent COVID from spreading,
while simultaneously allowing the Pope to spread his message of hope and
peace.
In his homily delivered at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Baghdad, Pope
Francis told the Iraqi Christians, “God’s witnesses… are constantly hopeful,
because (they are) grounded in the love that ‘bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, and endures all things.’” The Pope wanted to
commend the forgotten Christians’ love. Through love, the Christian people
of Iraq have been able to bear and endure trials by placing their faith and
hope in Christ.
The Pope’s message of peace was two-fold, as he sought to promote a
human fraternity along with tolerance. In line with his latest Encyclical
Fratelli Tutti, the Pope wished for the future of Iraq to be one absent of war
amongst her people, where a human fraternity takes place. Through such a
fraternity, the people in Iraq could see each other as brothers and sisters
who share a common humanity and are made in the image and likeness of
God.
Through a human fraternity, the Pope wishes that Christians and nonChristians within Iraq will be more tolerant of each other. Given that a
Muslim in Iraq would like to see a Christian become Muslim and vice-versa,
it is counterintuitive for one person to put the other to death. It is,
therefore, the hope of the Pope that through tolerance, the Christian
persecutors can put down their arms and engage in a brotherly dialogue
instead.
But what does this mean for our school community? As people living in the
21st century, we are often tempted to put ourselves and others into
artificial categories while equating our and other people's identities with
those categories. For example, one person might be categorized and
therefore identify as a white male who is cis-gendered, body-abled, and
Jewish, while another might be catergoized as a poor person of color who is
also a Christian. But, for the Holy Father, this is a mistake. Seeing the image

of God in one’s neighbor, all persons of different backgrounds can come
together in solidarity. The poor person is brother or sister to the rich, the
white man is a brother to the black man, and so on. Only through
recognizing the image of God in the other can oppression come to an end,
and fruitful dialogue begin. We are therefore called to transcend the
restrictive realm of identity politics which divides us, and become conscious
of our shared identity which unites us as persons made in God’s image.

SUPER STRAIGHT UNNECESSARY
3/16/2021

Social media’s newest term for sexuality “super straight” is used to direct
criticisms towards the LGBTQ+ community, specifically transgender women. As
allies of the LGBTQ+ community, it is unnecessary for straight people to
participate in furthering this concept.
By Lenin O’Mahony
Opinion Columnist
To preface this article, I discuss LGBTQ+ topics and terms as a cis-gendered
straight male, and therefore lack full understanding of all concepts and
terms, especially in how they are used. I am speaking from my perspective
and personal knowledge, and any mistakes made are not intended to insult
and devalue the experiences or lives of members of the LGBTQ+ community.
Recently on social media sites such as Instagram, TikTok, and more, have
seen the birth of the term “super straight.” Super straight itself refers to
being solely attracted to cisgendered women. Many complaints have been
voiced, comparing this movement to the “straight pride” activists, and some
have called the term “super straight” transphobic. Those who defend the
term have argued that others cannot define their sexualities, and that it's
what they want.

I actually dealt with this concept personally more than a year ago. I was
having a conversation with my former girlfriend about sexualities, and she
explained that a straight male can have a relationship with a transgender
woman, and it is still straight. Why? Because she is a woman, regardless of
being transgender. While I cannot say I fully understand what it means for
someone to be trans, or why they are trans, I do respect that it is their life
and their decisions relating to how they live their life.
At the time I had this conversation I felt like I could not have any relations
with a trans woman, and disagreed with her saying a straight person, which I
identify as, being able to have relations with a trans woman and be
considered straight. I felt like that wasn’t the same, that a trans woman can
be a woman, but they’re still trans. I thought that if male/trans-woman
relations were straight, then I couldn’t be straight. This is essentially the
mindset of “super straight.” I was informed that if I only like cis-women
(individuals who are born with female genetalia and identify as a woman)
that it was only a preference, not a sexuality. This confused me, because now
the lines between preference and sexuality were being blurred in my eyes.
This was a concept I never fully understood from the other perspective until
just recently, when discussing the “super straight” concept.
The difference was explained to me recently in a discussion with two close
friends, both members of the LGBTQ+ community, like this, if a trans woman
is a woman, then her status as trans is on the same level as any other
characteristic about her. Trans women, blonde women, Asian women, thin
women, smart women, are all characteristics of a woman. If I only liked
blonde women, I would not claim my sexuality to be “super blonde.” That
would in fact be a preference in the woman I date. Maybe I would never date
a thin woman, but that would not change my sexuality. That is why members
and supporters of the LGBTQ+ community are frustrated with this term

“super straight.” It essentially claims that a trans woman does not belong
among other women.
Personally, while I see nothing wrong with being solely interested in cisgendered women, and being open about that as I am, I feel like the “super
straight” concept was coined just to make fun of queer sexualities and to use
LGBTQ+ terminology against that same community. It is another chance for
certain individuals to cause unnecessary fights while holding some artificial
moral high ground. I do not need to call myself super straight in order to
explain I am only interested in cis-gendered women, I simply live my life as I
want without coining new unneccesary terms. As a cis-gendered straight
male, I rarely find the need to explain to someone that I am not who they
initially assumed I was. I am usually assumed to be straight and cis-gendered,
although that is not a privledge often afforded to members of the LGBTQ+
community.

THE STAR-BELLY SNEETCHES WITH THE VIRTUE IN
THEIR POCKETS
03/16/2021
By Katelyn McCarthy
Opinion Columnist
In the past couple weeks, you have likely heard tell
That six Dr. Seuss books have heard their death knell.
They’ll no longer be published, they’ll fade from the mind,
Since they’re turning kids bigoted, hateful, unkind.
But first, here’s a question, a question for you:
Have you read Dr. Seuss books...oh...since you were two?
If you’ve read Dr. Seuss, raise your hand, raise it high!
Almost all of us? My my oh my, my oh my!
Now, here is a question to send for a spin:
Do you hate people ‘cause of the hue of their skin?
You do not? That is strange. That is most very odd,
Since we’re told Dr. Seuss makes us racist and flawed.
How can you have read Dr. Seuss and yet you
Do not hate people, be they red, black, white, or blue?
“That’s no matter” say those who don’t like Dr. Seuss.
“His writings are just filled with hatred profuse!”
Racism’s wrong, I am sure we agree,
But that shouldn’t dictate the books we can see.
Your mind is your own, you can think for yourself.
You choose the books that should go on your shelf.

“But these books,” some say, “Are not for grown-ups, but tots!
Surely, they’ll harm them, oh, yes, lots and lots!”
A kid’s mom and her dad, not an author’s estate,
Should censor the books that are served on her plate.
That’s not to say these books are bad or they’re good,
But that you have a right to read what e’er you would.
In fact, I can’t say if they’re good or they’re bad,
Since all six of these books are nowhere to be had!
I wanted to read the books to understand
The reason some people are glad they are banned.
But my research is thin, I could not take a look,
Since I cannot spend thousands of bucks on a book!
Some say, “Freedom of speech is a dull, empty phrase,
And we cannot trust you your own kids to raise.
“We will tell you what’s right and what’s wrong, with you mum,
Since we know that the everyman’s really quite dumb.
“And we’ll take off the shelves all the books we don’t like,
Like they did in the USSR and Third Reich.”
When one starts to say what books should float and should sink,
Eventually, he’ll tell you what you should think.
And if you won’t think the thoughts he says you must,
He’ll write you off with little more than disgust.
And that is the reason they canceled the books,
To show the world they are the good guys, not crooks.
“We are woke! We are hip! We can walk it and talk it!
Look, here is our virtue, right here in our pocket!

“Look, look, you can see, we will show it to you,
When we cancel such books as If I Ran the Zoo!
“Why should we care about freedom of speech?
We aren’t the plain but the star-bellied sneetch.
“So watch out, ‘fore you say a thing we don’t like,
Or you from the pages of his’try we’ll strike.”
They cancel most everyone, when they are vexed,
They’ll cancel most everyone—will you be next?

CULTURE

THE POPE IN IRAQ
3/16/2021
By Benjamin Noel
Culture Columnist
Last week marked a historic event for the Catholic Church, and Chrisitianity
as a whole, as Pope Francis made an unprecedented visit to Iraq. This fist
papal visit to Iraq was groundbreaking not only for the greater Church, but
more so for the Iraqi Christian community. Their persecution by the Islamic
State since 2003 had made practicing their faith an impossibility until the
recent fall of ISIS. In Iraq, the Pope celebrated mass in the Chaldean rite,
the major Church in Iraq, met with Muslim leaders and officials and talked
of unity. The importance of this trip is twofold, lying in the land’s Biblical
importance, as the land of Abraham, and also the reflection on modern day
persecution and conflict that has dwindled the Iraqi Christian population.
While previous papal visits to Iraq had been in the talks before when Pope
John Paul II had to pull out due to mounting tensions in 2000, Pope Francis
had planned this voyage over one year ago, and was determined to not let
anything get between him and his mission. The effects of the trip had
manifested even before the March visit, as just last December, the majority
Muslim country declared Christmas a national holiday (CruxNow).
The trip is part of the Vatican's efforts to create unity between the Church
and the Muslim world (Associated Press). While the noble intentions behind
the papal voyage were clear, so were the concerns about the potential for
this to turn into a superspreader event. Cases had surged as of late in Iraq,
and with their not-so robust healthcare system, the COVID-19 concerns
were very real. And just days before the visit, the papal point man in Iraq
had come down with a mild case of the virus, and self-quarantined while
the rest of the nunciature was cleaned pending the pope’s presence. Even
this close call did not stop Pope Francis, who along with his Vatican envoy

of 70 had all been vaccinated. Since the event, while it may be too early to
tell, there has not been a rise in cases, nor has any member of the Vatican
convoy tested positive. So far, the only waves caused by this visit have been
the emboldenment of Iraqi Christians, and a vision of a more peaceful and
unified future amongst the People of the Book.
As he spoke amongst remains of destroyed churches, the Pope called for
Iraqi Muslims and Christians to unite as brothers. Since the 2003 US
invasion of Iraq, and the resulting war with ISIS, the Iraqi Christian
population fell from 1.5 million to under 250,000. Consoling the women
and girls who had been sold by ISIS as property, Pope Francis prayed that
they may heal from their hurts and continue to give life to the country. He
reflected on the founding of civilization from this region, then
Mesopotamia, and the trade and intellectual center of Baghdad. The Pope's
message was a simple one, together, as friends we grow and prosper.
During this trip, Pope Francis rode around in an open pope-mobile, without
bulletproof glass, bringing his presence that much closer to the people.
While speaking in Mosul, a former IS stronghold, the pope made calls for
fraternity, “You are all brothers.” He celebrated mass in the Chaldean rite,
based in the ancient Assyrian rite, showing that even in their minute
differences, all churches are one. In both his actions and his words, the
pope sends a message for unity amongst the people who for so long have
known nothing but conflict.

Image courtesy of Google Images.

RAYA AND THE LAST DRAGON SMASHES GENDER
AND CULTURAL BOUNDARIES
3/16/2021
Disney’s newest animated film Raya and the Last Dragon is an inclusive and
vibrant film that represents many viewers.
By Remy Zerber
Culture Columnist
Disney has added a new racially diverse princess to their collection.
Disney’s new animated film, Raya and the Last Dragon, is about a Southeast
Asian warrior princess who saves her kingdom from being frozen in stone
forever. This film has broken many barriers starring a transgender cast
member and centering around the story of a Southeast Asian princess. Her
name, Raya has deep Indo-Malay roots. In Indonesia and Malaysia, Raya
pertains to grandness or greatness. We often hear it also following the
word hari which then altogether means "a great feast" or "celebration.”
Raya’s story is inspired by Filipino, Malaysian and Indonesian culture.
This film has many references to Southeast Asian culture. For example,
there are references to Thai, Malaysian, Filipino and Vietnamese culture.
Raya’s pet and mode of transportation, Tuk Tuk, is inspired by a rickshaw
(Thai mythical animal). Her sword is a “kris (or keris in the Indonesian
language), a type of double-edged sword with a distinctive wavy blade that
is used in Sulu and Maguindanao by Moro warriors.” She also wears a
salokut, which is “a large hat of palm leaves in the manner of a parasol, with
a crown about it of the same leaves like the tiara of the pope.” These are
worn in most Asian cultures to shield people from the sun.

The film references Filipino culture because it includes a “bakunawa, the
sea-serpent dragon in Filipino myths.” The dragons in the movie look just
like bakunawa, with “an elongated and slender body with a horn at her
forehead and manifesting the same power over water.” There are also
floating markets in the film just like in many Asian countries. Also, ancient
Manila (Manila is the capital of the Philippines) by the Pasig River used to be
an economic center like this even up to the American Colonial Period. We
also see paper lanterns that are very distinctive of the Philippines where
houses are adorned by parols (giant lanterns) during the Christmas season.
Several shapes in the film resemble pendants and ornaments from
Vietnam.
One of the voice actors, Patti Harrison, who plays the Chieftess of Tail at the
beginning of the film is transgender. This causes excitement among fans
because she is the first transgender voice actor that Disney has had in one
of their animated movies. Disney has only had one other character be
transgender before and the character did not have that big of a role.
Usually, transgender actors only get parts for transgender characters,
which makes their job opportunities limited.
The protagonist Raya has also sparked fans to believe she is a part of the
LGBTQ+ community with Kelly Marie Tran, the actress who voices Raya,
claiming that she thinks her character is gay. She says she thinks Raya
could have a relationship with Namaari her nemesis in the film. When she
was asked about Raya and Namaari, Tran explained, “how queer people
might feel represented by them on-screen, even if a relationship between
the two isn't explicitly shown.” This inclusion from Disney would contribute
to making characters that show the diversity within our world, and how
important it is for children to accept others.

Disney’s new animated film, Raya and the Last Dragon is a beautiful film that
tells the story of characters and cultures that are not usually present on the
golden screen. Representing Asian cultures, and female empowerment
Raya and the Last Dragon is an educational and fun film for anyone to see.

MOXIE! MOVIE REVIEW: MOXIE! BRINGS THE MOXIE
TO 21ST CENTURY FEMINISM
3/16/2021
The film Moxie! is a fun and feisty display of women’s empowerment, that all
should sit down and see.
By Maia Pagán
Culture Columnist
Moxie! Definition: A force of character, determination, or nerve. The film
Moxie! fits this description perfectly. Moxie! is a Netflix original film that was
released on March 3, 2021, directed by Amy Poehler. This movie focuses on
the constant silencing of women's voices in education. Moxie! centers
around Vivian, a shy girl (Hadley Robinson), whose inspiration is her mom's
(Amy Poehler) rebellious past and calls out the sexism within her school.
Her revolution begins when she starts working on a college application, and
the essay question is, "what is something you care about and why?" Vivian
isn't sure what to say. All her life, she keeps her head down and just goes
through the motions, but now she must look within and find her Moxie.
Looking back at her mother's teen years, Vivian finds her mom's favorite
song, "Rebel Girl" by Bikini Kill. Her mother talks about her involvement in
trying to crush the patriarchy. Vivian is inspired to create an anonymous
zine named Moxie. Her zine calls out sexism at her school. A new friend
Lucy played beautifully by actress Alycia Pascual-Pena, a bilingual sensation
who helps introduce feminist thinking to her new school. Her best friend
Claudia (Lauren Tsai) struggles with the new Vivian, reaching to define
herself as a feminist in a culture clash of her own. The upbeat defiance
rounds out with many other actors of color, a nice change! This comedy is

full of interesting LGBTQ+ characters, even the classic bad boy and ideal
boy.
Moxie starts with the first day of school and the sexist rating system where
girls are rated for "best ass" or "most bangable," depicting a real-life
scenario in many schools. The main bad-boy character, Mitchell (Patrick
Schwarzenegger), plays a mansplaining chauvinist who turns out to be a
(spoiler alert!) rapist. Lucy tries to engage the school principal played by
Marcia Gay Harden but minimizes her experience and chooses to do
nothing. Lucy and Vivian question the school system's lack of response.
This movie shows oppression, and an example is Patrick's response, "There
are bigger things to care about in the world than feminism." Patrick is a
male football player and knows nothing about feminism, and he's also one
of the biggest problems in the school.
On the flip side, Vivian's love interest Seth is positive to Mitchell's negative.
Nico Higara is a huge hit and has many conversations worldwide since
Moxie debuted. Seth completely supports the feminist movement and his
girlfriend, Vivian. Seth treats Vivian with respect and showcases his
commitment slowing the relationship when they start dating. He has
quickly become an example of a man who is not afraid to be a feminist. All
girls who want to smash the patriarchy want a supportive partner, as Seth
is in the film. Often in movies about feminism, there isn't a positive view of
males supporting the feminist cause. Instead, they're always some kind of
villain, so it's refreshing to see a man of color so supportive of a movement
that created a lot of commotion in the school.
Although this film had many great points, there were a few issues. The film
chooses to ignore disabled people. A girl in a wheelchair is the comedic
relief. This portrayal shouldn't happen in a movie that is about women and
inclusivity.

Another issue that I have with the movie is that the film shows the primary
character lacking courage, and she expects everyone else to be willing to
risk it all. Vivian is even afraid to admit that she is the creator of this
revolution in her high school, and the only time she does is at the end of
the movie when everyone else has lost everything.
As a Chicana, I question the main character, the girl who starts this whole
revolution, is white and makes me wonder why? When Vivian witnesses
Lucy's harassment, she chooses to remain silent, but in the end, she is a
white savior. I'm not sure why this movie's main character is not a woman
of color who helps other women of color rise, and even other white
women. I know it is hard to cover every social aspect possible in a two-hour
film, but I walked away disappointed in the same version of an old story of
the white savior complex in cinema.
Does a feminist story need to be told? Always! Movies like Moxie! spotlight
people's stories and the essential message of inclusion, justice, and
diversity. A women's strength in a patriarchal society is a story for all
members of society, and they remind us that society's injustices are
normalized. I hope this movie inspires women and young girls everywhere
who are smashing the patriarchy, being a rebel, and remember having a
little moxie is powerful, and don't let anyone tell you otherwise. Now, I'm
going to pose a question to you, the reader, do you have Moxie?

WANDAVISION: MARVEL’S FIRST SITCOM SERIES
3/16/2021
How Marvel changed the pace of the Avenger universe with their first miniseries
on Disney+.
By Isabelle Delostrinos
Culture Columnist
The Marvel Cinematic Universe is kicking off phase four with WandaVision.
With the last Marvel movie released in 2019, fans have been yearning for
any type of superhero content. The company’s first sitcom debuted on
Disney+ on January 15 with two introductory episodes to the series. Each
episode after was released each Friday, following the organization of
traditional TV. Marvel’s specialty in action packed movies didn’t hold them
back from creating a miniseries. Their expertise in storytelling was evident
in WandaVision, gaining a 91% on Rotten Tomatoes’s Tomatometer along
with an 81% audience score.
WandaVision begins in a 1950s style television show. Inspired by shows like I
Love Lucy, the couple is featured in a black and white world featuring silly
comedy gags and old fashioned clothing. Much of the episode feels very
scripted, making no reference to the past happenings of Infinity War and
Endgame. Wanda and Vision still have their powers though, showing
Wanda’s abilities to cook dinner by levitating multiple objects and Vision’s
ability to transform into a human. With little known about how they got
there and the reason behind why they are acting so strangely in a 1950s
environment, the series starts off with a puzzling pilot.

As the series goes on, we can see how Marvel producers pay homage to
popular sitcoms throughout the years. Each episode moves through each
decade, starting from the 50s, 60s, and so on. Things like the theme show
song and character mannerisms demonstrates the era that they are set in.
The show even features commercial breaks between scenes, making witty
references to past events related to Wanda’s reputation in the MCU. These
commercials also aligned with the given era, making sure to include details
and production styles relevant to the setting. Although the plot of the show
seems to feel like an incomplete puzzle, the series offers a nostalgic feeling
to viewers with references to The Brady Bunch and Full House. Each episode
begins to slowly unravel the truth about Wanda’s and Vision’s life in these
television shows.
Following Endgame and Spiderman: Far from Home, Marvel fanatics had to
make adjustments to this new series structure. After watching twenty three
action packed movies and rapid plot lines through the years, fans were left
with a weekly series of episodes and a slowly progressing story. Although
this wasn’t ideal, WandaVision provided viewers with a new experience into
the Marvel universe. The wait between episodes served as an opportunity
for fans to theorize about what was to come in the next week. It also
allowed time for fans to dissect and hunt for easter eggs in the episodes,
which is something Marvel is best known for.
Many superfans and comic enthusiasts used these opportunities to create
content and get fans more engaged with the series. Youtubers within the
comic realm released videos that broke down each episode and what the
different scenes could actually mean. They also made predictions about
future episodes based on the trailers that were released. An abundance of
fan theories also took over Tiktok feeds. Fans quickly got over the agonizing
wait in between episodes and used that time to further investigate the plot

and how this story contributes to the future of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe.
Although the anticipation for WandaVision has ended, the series will remain
available on Disney+ for fans to revisit. Marvel will continue to fill the void
between movies with a second miniseries release. The Falcon and the Winter
Soldier premieres on Disney+ this March 19th. This series focuses on the
partnership formed between Falcon and the Winter Soldier. Their trio with
Captain America was broken after the life changing decision he made in the
conclusion of Endgame. As the series unfolds, we will get to see how these
shows play a role in the upcoming phase four movies to come this year.

SPORTS
COACH SPOTLIGHT: ALUMNA DANIELLE MAULDIN
MAKES A MARK ON THE COURT
3/16/2021
Saint Mary’s basketball coach Danielle Mauldin reflects on transitioning from a
Saint Mary’s student athlete to a Saint Mary’s coach, and the lessons she hopes
her athletes learn about growth, and commitment.
By Mark Molz
Sports Reporter
Former stand-out Saint Mary’s basketball star Danielle Mauldin has just
finished another year of coaching at the same place she graduated from
back in 2014. Mauldin is wrapping up her third year as an assistant coach
for the Women’s basketball team, and during her time here she has used
her platform to not only address on-the-court issues, but issues off-thecourt as well regarding social justice.
Mauldin was born in Vallejo, California, before moving to Benicia, and living
all over the Bay Area in her early life. Prior to becoming a coach for her
alma mater Mauldin found herself coaching at Diablo Valley Community
College a few miles up the road, and up north at Eastern Washington
University for a season.
Mauldin has been around basketball since the age of seven and has
continued to find passion in the game today. Mauldin attended Saint Mary’s
College High School right up the road in Berkeley, and when it was time to
choose where she wanted to play next she looked right up the road to Saint

Mary’s. Saint Mary’s followed Mauldin during her high school years and
since it was close to home it made it an easier decision when deciding
where she would attend.
“I wanted my parents to be able to attend a lot of my games and not have
to travel all the time to see me play,” Mauldin stated. “Being close to home
made it feel like an easier transition.”
In high school Mauldin knew she had a knack for finding the ball,
rebounding, and knew Saint Mary’s College had a system she could thrive
in. Once arriving on campus in her freshman year, Mauldin would spend
her next four collegiate years becoming one of the best players in Gaels
history. Mauldin would graduate Saint Mary’s as the best rebounder in WCC
history with 1,282 boards, and holds the record for most rebounds in a
season with 427. She also holds the record for most free-throws made and
attempted in Saint Mary’s history, along with having played the second
most games ever with 131.
“I had a good support system around me and I liked how I was offered the
opportunity to be able to play a lot of minutes, starting out freshman year.”
Mauldin continued, “that helped boost my confidence a little bit, having
supportive teammates, to help me be successful really was key.”
Along with being able to play early minutes as an incoming freshman,
Mauldin also credits her success to her teammates and support system
that surrounded her throughout the years. Having the support from her
family, friends, and teammates around her by staying in the bay was key in
helping her become a better player overall.
When reflecting on her time as a student, one her favorite memories are
the relationships she was able to build on and off the court. Outside of
basketball Mauldin was able to get involved in organizations like the Black

Student Union here on campus and valued the relationships she was able
to build with fellow students. Being able to connect off the court helped her
find an identity outside of basketball.
“Giving me that outlet to express myself enriched my experience
completely,” Mauldin stated. “And like I said, that's how I was able to meet
more people and who I have connections with to this day. You never know
when you are going to call somebody or need somebody in the future, so
building those connections during that period of time was so awesome.”
After graduating Mauldin wasn’t entirely sure that she wanted to be a
coach, or at least so soon after her playing career was over. But, after
hearing stories about student-athletes, traumatic experiences regarding
mental health, and their athletic experiences throughout college she began
to give it more thought.
When reflecting on her decision to coach Mauldin stated, “I want to
enhance or make somebody else's experience so much better.” She
continued, “so when they reflect back on their years of being coached or
being in a space like that, they reflect on those years with the utmost
admiration.”
As most student-athletes probably feel, practice is a love-hate relationship.
As a player Mauldin always loved the games, but as she has transitioned
into coaching her appreciation for the practice has only grown. Being able
to see the process and her players grow over the course of a season is
something she has grown fond of and is one of her favorite parts of her
coaching experience.
“I'd say my favorite thing now is just getting able to work with student
athletes on the court and in practice,” Mauldin stated. “I love development,
I'd say that's the thing that I've grown to love so much more.”

On top of being able to watch her players develop, Mauldin enjoys being
able to build relationships with her players even after she is no longer their
coach. Stating that she keeps in touch with a handful of her past players
she has been able to coach over the years.
Within the team environment Mauldin also likes to generate conversation
away from basketball and focus societal issues regarding race, gender, and
social justice. When asked if she has been able to attend Saint Mary’s 44days event on campus she said she has been unable to due to the time
commitment of the basketball season. But, she mentioned she has been
leading her team through a nine-month diversity conversation, where each
month she invites her team to sit-down and discuss topics of race and
gender, giving them an outlet to speak on these issues.
“I know student athletes and just college students in general have so much
to say.” Mauldin continued, “it's been nice to hold those means to hear
people's voices and what they think and their ideas about certain topics. So
that has been awesome.”
Whether the conversations are through presentations from different
players that highlight historical black figures in society or just group
conversations, Mauldin believes it is important to give her players an
opportunity to reflect on the world around them because they don’t always
get the opportunity to do so. Mauldin noted that engaging in difficult
conversations about social justice in an environment like this is important
to bring awareness to all individuals and can enact change now and in the
future.
“I think it's so vital, it's important to continue to at least check in or do
something once a month regarding this stuff,” Mauldin stated. “Because
that's what's going to enact change in the future when you go out into

those workspaces and you are aware, I think it's the awareness i’m trying to
build in each of us and even myself, like awareness of my biases and my
things and my stuff.”
On top of these conversations Mauldin has acknowledged that she has
been the only Black woman on her coaching staff more than once which
can be difficult to navigate at times. Being the only Women on Color on her
coaching staff she notes it can be challenging to not feel alone during
certain moments in time. But, along with two other coaches in the country,
Mauldin has created a group for coaches to meet and share their
experiences, titled Young Coaches of Color.
Mauldin started Young Coaches of Color to create a community of
resources for individuals to support one another and build connections
with coaches in similar institutions and situations as her. Through her
group Mauldin looks to create an environment for coaches to talk with one
another and help them feel less alone wherever they may be.
“I definitely see diversity just in general, and especially in the coaching
world of NCAA athletics could be a lot better.” Mauldin continued, “I feel like
just knowing or seeing that you have somebody who looks like you around
just offers a level of comfort in knowing that you can go out and carry out
your job.”
Outside of her career and proactive steps into creating a more inclusive
environment here at Saint Mary’s and other schools as well, Mauldin hopes
to continue to serve in her future, whether that be coaching or not. She
hopes she will be able to inspire others, help them grow, and achieve their
goals.
Authors’ Note:
For more information regarding Coach Danielle Mauldin please follow this link:

https://smcgaels.com/sports/womens-basketball/roster/coaches/daniellemauldin/246

